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MANAMA: Desperate taxi driv-
ers in the country are running
out of options to stay on the road
as a result of a massive downturn
in business.

Demand continues to dwindle as the
Covid-19 crisis drastically cuts the num-
ber of people hailing a nde.

Instead taxis are lying idle in garages

gathering dust and posing a dilemma for
some owners who have been without work
for months on end.

“Taxi drivers across Bahrain have not
had any jobs since March due to the pan-
demic,” said Public Transport Drivers Soci-

done the same and continue to hope cus-

By SANDEEP SINGH GREWAL

ety chairman Mohammed Al Barboori, “1t’s
extremely worrying.”

A ‘pandemic phobia® has further wors-
ened the situation with customers in Bah-
rain shying away or not using their regular
taxi services, according to drivers, for fear
of catching the virus,

“T parked up my taxi in the garage and
disconnected the car battery since March
too. The car is simply gathering dust.” said
Mr Al Barboori. “I'm not alone. [ know
many other fellow taxi drivers who have

tomers will return back to Bahrain soon.™
He added there are around 1,500 taxi

Making Bahrain
safe haven for

bike enthusiasts

MANAMA: Bahrain has been urged to ‘do
a Bogotd® and make the Kingdom a safle
haven for a couple of hours each week for
cycling enthusiasts removing the risk of
them being seriously injured or killed on
the roads.

The call comes from businessman and
community activist David Axtell who first
highlighted the need for cycling safery
in Bahrain back in 2010 in a community
campaign spearheaded by the GD/Ns sister
newspaper, Gulf Weekly.

The move follows the tragic hit-and-run
accident which claimed the life of leading
banker and keen cyclist Allan Sword and
the incident involving Kai Miethig who
was pushed off the road on his bike by a
bullying pick-up driver.

“Ome solution is to close off part of cities
entirely for a limited period of time on a
weekend exclusively for cyclists. This has
been done not just in the European cycling
hotbeds of Belgium, Denmark and Holland
but some of the largest, most populated
cities of the world. Paris, Bangkok, Kuala
Lumpur and now even Bogota do this with
tremendous success.™
M Letters - Page 6;

M Let's do a Bogota - Page 7

drivers, including pick-ups that have
been facing troubled times since the start
of the year.

“On an average, a taxi driver used to
earn BDS00 monthly but that has now
stopped due to Covid-19, and it's difficult
1o manage with the high cost of living,”
added Mr Al Barboori.

Authorities in May extended Tam-
keen’s financial support scheme to assist
950 taxi and bus drivers with an amount
not exceeding BD300 monthly for three
months.

In addition, 829 driving trainers
were provided assistance with the same
amount provided they did not receive a
pension or own a commercial registration.

“The government did give support to taxi

the scheme because they receive pensions,”
claimed Mr Al Barboori.

“We requested the authorities to extend
the financial coverage to all taxi drivers
whether they receive a pension or not be-
cause these are extraordinary times.

“The number of flights arriving at the air-
port is now slowly picking up so there is a
glimmer of hope but King Fahad Causcway
remains ¢losed cutling the number of \,m lors
who used to frequently use our services.”

Restrictions on regional and international
travel have reflected in the number of visi-
tors to the kingdom. There has been

way is set to reopen fully on January 1.

drivers in May but many were left out of

sDaily N

Unlock the full
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Smart City Initiatives
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Vehicle Tracking | 3D Scanning | Business Infrastructure
Enterprise Business Solutions | Hyper-converged | Cloud
Cyber Security | SOC/NOC | Threat Intelligence | Consulting

SIMPLIFY BUSINESS | SIMPLIFY GROWTH

Minimize comple)
Optimize busine

loT | Blockchain | Robotics

4 Your Trusted Cyber Security Partner

potential of your digital

a decline of 99.1
per cent through King Fahad Causeway, 95.9pc through
Bahrain International Airport and 77.6pc through the
ports, according to latest government data. The Cause-

“The pandemic’s second wave has hit many places
so international travel to and from Bahrain Internation-
al Airport looks destined to slow down again and who
knows when the next cruise ships will dock again at the
port?” said another disgruniled taxi driver who asked
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B Mr Al Barboori’s taxi covered in dust as it remains parked since
March in his garage due to a lack of business in the wake of

ovid-19
not to be named

To add salt to the legitimate taxi drivers’
wounds, the pandemic’s resulting economic
hardship appears to have led to an increase
in the number of illegal operators on the
roads, as reported by the GDN.

The attraction of eaming cash on the side
is proving irresistible for jobless and law-
paid expats, despite the risks.

“We are daily receiving three to four
videos of illegal taxi drivers operating in
Riffa or Manama, that arc being forward-
ed to the authorities concerned for action.
But unfortunately they pay their fines and
are soon back lmklng for business,” said
Mr Al Barboori. “They are mushrooming

everywhere, upcmung_ freely, and are taking away our
limited business.™

The GDN reported in September that MPPs and mu-
nicipal councillors had called for a crackdown on the

unlicensed operators after receiving a barrage of com-

plaints. Taxi
claiming thai t
petition with cheap fares, putting people at risk as they
are not insured to take paying passengers, as well as not
adhering to Covid-19 safety precautions.
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rivers had also petitioned Parliament
illegal drivers are offering unfair com-

Y
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M Shura wary
of borrowings

MANAMA: Answers are being sought over
excessive government borrowing despite huge
savings in 2017 and 2018
Shura Council first viee-chairman Jamal
Fakhro claimed the government had borrowed
BDL3 billion “unnecessarily” - BD530
million in 2017 and BDBOSm in 2018
During a debate on the closing financial
statement for both the years at the chamber’s
weekly session vesterday, he added it was
necessary to know the whereabouts of the
money and what happened to it.
“Why is the government borrowing money
excessively when it doesn't need it to cover
any deficit,” asked Mr Fakhro, adding that the
country had to pay a huge interest also on the
amounts.
A Finance and National Economy Ministry
official said the amount was used lo cover the
deficit of 2016,
Shura Council chairman Ali Saleh Al Salch
said the points raised by Mr Fakhro and other
members needed attention

Full report - Pages 4-5

@ NHRA playing key role

MAMNAMA: National Health Regulatory
Authority (NHRA) chief executive Dr
Mariam Al Jalahma has confirmed the
accreditation of 16 hospitals in the Kingdom.
Only three hospital approvals have been
pending due to measures adopted in light
of the coronavirus and they should be
completed before the year-end, she teld
Bahrain News Agency yesterday.

Dr Al Jalahma said that the NARA is
moving forward with a high level of
independent oversight that guarantees
justice, transparency and quality and
ensures assessment, monitoring and
auditing.

Dr Al Jalahma pointed out that the number
of healthcare facilities registered until 2019
reached 746, an increase of four per cent.
She attributed the increasc to more new
medical centres even as the total number of
hospitals decreased to 19 from 21 in 2018
due to a change in the categorisation of two
hospitals to medical centres.

M 192 new virus cases

MANAMA: Bahrain yesterday registered 192
new Covid-19 cases, alongside 237 recoveries
and no fatalities. The Health Ministry revealed
that of the 192 new cases, B6 were expatriate
warkers, 103 contacts of local cases and three
travel-related. It said an additional 237 people
recovered from Covid-19, taking the total
recoveries to 81,000, Of the 2,127 active cascs,
53 were receiving treatment and 26 in critical
condition. Bahrain has so far registered 83,456
cases and has conducted 1,833,427 tests.
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Shaikh Nasser to speak at 2020
Youth Summit opening session

@ Nine ministers to take
part in online discussions

TDT | Manama

is Majesty the King for

Humanitarian Works and
Youth Affairs Representative
His Highness Shaikh Nasser bin
Hamad Al Khalifa will be the
keynote speaker at the open-
ing of the 2020 Youth Summit
today.

Organised by the Ministry
of Youth and Sports Affairs,
the two-day event will be held
through remote visual commu-
nication technology.

Nine ministers will hold dis-
cussions with the youth about
the challenges facing their sec-
tors, and listen to the latter’s
viewpoint on solutions and ide-
as to overcome thel'l’L

They are Finance and Nation-
al Economy Minister Shaikh
Salman bin Khalifa Al Khalifa,
Education Minister Dr Majid
bin Ali Al Nuaimi, Labour and
Social Development Minister
Jameel bin Muhammad Ali
Humaidan, Works, Municipal-
ities Affairs and Urban Plan-
ning Minister Engineer Essam
bin Abdullah Khalaf, Industry,
Trade and Tourism Minister
Zayed bin Rashid Al Zayani,
Transportation and Commu-
nications Minister Engineer

Shaikh Nasser

Kamal bin Ahmed Mohammed

Housing Minister Engineer
Basem bin Yagoub Al Hamar,
Electricity and Water Affairs
Minister Engineer Wael bin
Nasser Al Mubarak and Youth
and Sports Affairs Minister Ay-
men Tawfiq Al Moayyed.

In a statement, Al Moayyed
said: “The Youth Summit 2020
comes in line with the royal
directives of His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa to
give the youth great attention
and real role in decision-mak-
ing as they are the future.

“The Youth Summit rep-
resents an aspect of the gov-
ernment’s priorities, on top of
which is empowering young
people and raising the level
of their participation in deci-
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“The Youth Summit
2020 comes in
line with the royal
directives of His
Majesty King Hamad
to give the youth
great attention and
role in decision-
making. The summit
represents an aspect
of the government’s
priorities, on top of
which is empowering
young people.”

YOUTH AND SPORTS AFFAIRS MINIS-
TER AL MOAYYED

sion-making.”

Al Moayyed said the partici-
pation of Shaikh Nasser in the
opening session of the summit
confirms His Highness’s keen-
ness to give the youth an oppor-
tunity to present their ideas for
building the future of Bahrain,
overcome the challenges, and
encourage them to take an ac-
tive role in decision-making.

After the summit, a final
report will be prepared that
includes the proposals and rec-
ommendations put forward by
the youth as outputs to be ap-
plied to overcome challenges
in various sectors.
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NHRA approves licenses of 307 new pharmacies and

accreditations of 16 hospitals

® 962 violations
recorded following
731 pharmacy
inspection visits

@ Only three hospital
applications to operate
are currently pending

NHRA unit receives
257 cases of complaints
so far this year

TDT | Manama

he National Health
TRegulatory Authority

(NHRA) has approved
the licenses of 307 pharmacies
and accreditation of 16 hospi-
tals to operate in the Kingdom
of Bahrain.

At the same time, 962 vio-
lations, 38% of which were
drug-related and 16% heat- and
humidity-related, were record-
ed after pharmacy personnel
conducted 731 inspection visits.

This was confirmed by NHRA
Chief Executive Officer Mari-
am Adhbi Al Jalahma.

Included in the pharmacies
that are allowed to operate are
235 private pharmacies and 72
within health institutions.

Last year, a total of 41 new
pharmacies obtained licens-
es, including seven in health
institutions and 34 as private
pharmacies, a significant 17%
increase from the total number
in 2018.

Only three hospital applica-
tions to operate are currently
pending due to measures adopt-
ed in light of the coronavirus,
but they should be completed
before the end of this year.

Dr Al Jalahma said that NHRA
recorded a13% increase in cas-
es of complaints submitted to

T A Sy )

the Medical Complaints Unit.

The unit received 257 com-
plaints, including 167 from in-
dividuals, 33 from healthcare
facilities, and 57 from judicial
authorities.

Forty-two percent of the
complaints were related to
doctors, 44% to health insti-
tutions, and the rest to allied
health professions, nursing and
pharmacies.

Investigations revealed there
was no professional or ethical
violation in 39% of the com-
plaints and cases.

Technical investigation com-
mittees were able to complete
the investigation of 177 cases
in 2019, which represents an
increase of 53% over the pre-
vious year.

The disciplinary committees
issued 37 disciplinary meas-
ures, including 10 cases of li-
cense suspension, 18 warnings,
and the revocation of a profes-
sional license.

Dr Al Jalahma said that
NHRA, in light of the vision and
directives of His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, is
following a high level of inde-
pendent oversight that guaran-
tees justice, transparency and
quality and ensures assessment,
monitoring and auditing.

She also attributed Bahrain’s
success in drawing up advanced
and integrated health policies
to the great efforts of the gov-
ernment.

Pharmacies in Bahrain are under strict assessment, monitoring and auditing
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“pealing with
complaints and having

an institution concerned
with investigating them

guarantee justice and
transparency.”
NHRA CEO MARIAM ADHBI AL JALAHMA

YOU

KNOW WHAT

The NHRA achieve-
ments culminated
in obtaining the
best government
practices award
for public adminis-
tration research in
the Middle East and
North Africa region
after the successful
implementation
of accreditation of
health institutions in
the Kingdom.

518

The number of
pharmaceutical
products whose
licenses were
renewed by the
Pharmaceutical
Products Regu-
latory Depart-
ment.

Proposed ‘Bahraini Employment Priority Law’ pushed

TDT | Manama

epresentative Mamdouh

1 Saleh yesterday empha-

sised the importance of passing

the proposed “Bahraini Em-

ployment Priority Law” that

he submitted obliging schools

to prioritise Bahraini employ-

ment in private educational and
training institutions.

The proposal is subject to
discussion and voting in the
parliament’s session today.

A member of the House

Services Committee, Al Saleh
stressed the need for citizens
to be the top priority in employ-
ment in the public or private
sector, noting that his proposal
is part of a set of legislations
that aim to preserve the rights
of Bahraini citizens to get ap-
propriate jobs.

He said the law stipulates that
“priority in employment will be
given to Bahrainis who have the
necessary qualifications to fill
educational and training posi-
tions in the private sector.”

Al Saleh pointed out that
once the proposal is approved,
it will enable the concerned
authorities to exercise greater
control, accuracy and firmness
in confronting any arbitrary
attempts to employ a foreigner
at the expense of a Bahraini.

He called for the need to ex-
pedite approval of the proposal
given the decline in the per-
centage of Bahrainisation in
most schools and educational
and training institutions in the
private sector.
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